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That 7 may know him, aud the Power of his Re 
ſurrection. * 


0 


E ſhall eaſily ſee the Deſign of theſe Word: 
and vhat uſe we are to make of them, if wi 
look at their Connexion with the Diſcour 
that goes before. St. Paul in this Chapter, ſets himſe 
to ſhew the Excellency, and the great Advantages « 
the Knowledge of Jefus Chriſt, and how inconſidetſ YO 
able, how unworthy to be named in compariſon thereſ ne 
with, all thoſe things were, that the Jews his Country 
Men ſo much gloried in. His Diſcourſe upon this oc 
caſion is ſo very remarkable, that it will be worth ou 
While to run over the particulars of it. 
I alſo (faith he in the 4th Verſe) might have confident 
in the Fleſh. Tf any other Man thinketh that be hath where 
he might truſt in the Fleſh, 1 more. As if he had faid 
Think not O Pbillippians, that I therefore ſpeak ligh 
1y of thoſe Privileges and Advantages which the Jer 
among you ſo much boaſt of, upon this Account 
becauſe I have none of them my ſelf: No, on the co 
trary, if I. would value my Telf upon ſuch outwar 
carnal things, I have as much reaſon as any. Na 
there is not a Jew among you that perhaps can ſay iF 
much on his own behalf in this reſpett, as fon: : 
For, (as he goes on in the 5th. and 6th. Verſes.) 12. 
cirommneiſed the-eight Day, of the Stock of Arael, of tbe Tri 
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews : As touching ii 
aw, u Phariſees: G ung Gent, perſecuting abe Churc, 
Touching the Righteouſneſs which is by the Law, blameleſs. Tl 
That is to lay, I haye not only the Character 92 
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Son of Abraham upon me, being circumciſed ; but Tami 
alſo of the Race of Hrael, which all the circumciſed 
Children of Abraham are nor. | Wo 

Nay further. Iam an I/raelite of the Tribe of Bens 
jamin ; that Benjamin which our Father I/ael ſo dearly 
P loved, and that Tribe which together with Juda kept 

firm to the Houſe of David, ard the true Religion, 
when the other ten Tribes revolted. — 

Nay more, I am an Hebrew of the Hebrews, Not 
ſprung from Proſelytes, as many among you are, but 
J all my Anceſtors, both by Father and Mother, being 
natural born Jews. - 

And then as to my profeſſion in Religion, it was the 
ſtricteſt among the Few-, for 1 was a Phariſce. And 
you all know that Sec of all others to be the moſt emi- 
nent for the Reputation of Preciſeneſs and Sanctity. 

Neither did J in my Zeal for the Law of Moſes come 
ſhort of the ſtricteſt Phariſee that is among you; for-who 
was more buſie, more eager, more violent in perſe- 
cuting Chriſtianity than I was ? = 

And laſtly, to ſum upall, 45 to the Righteouſneſs which 
erafis by the Law I am blameleſs. So punctual have I al- 
ſaid ways been in obſerving the Precepts of Moſes his Law, 
ghthar none can reprove me in that point; but I may 

eyltruly, in the Few:ſh notion of Righteouſneſs, be account- 
una Righteous Perſon. | 5 8 
col But now am I much the better for all theſe things? 
vall Have I any great reaſon to glory upon the account of 
Narfehem 2? No, verily, (as he goes on in Verſe 7.) bur 
y i hat things were gain to me,thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt, All 
fheſe outward Advantages, my Birth, my Profeſſion, 
Iulmy Sect, my Reputation, my ſtrict way of living, 
Thich might have proved very beneficial to me in all 
g worldly reſpects; when J once come to the knowledge 
rf the Chriſtian Religion, I deſpiſed them all: For in 
. truth 1 found Oy were ſo far from being real ad- 
of Fantages to me, that they were rather hindrances in the 
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Ne doubtleſs, (as he goes on in the 8th. Verſe) 1 ac 


count all things but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge ; 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for whom 1 have ſuffered the loſs of al 
$hings, and do rount them but dung that I may win C briſt. 
That is to ſay, Not only the above-named Privilege; 


but all other things whatſoever, Wealth, Greatneſs, 


Fame, Friends, and Life it ſelf, laccount them all very 


pitiful things if they be compared with the ineſtimable 


advantages of being a Chriſtian, As I have once, 1o] 


will again readily forſake all, part with all things that 
the World holds moſt dear and valuable, nay, I will 
trample them under my Feet like dirt and dung; pro 


vided L may obtain the Favour of Chriſt. 
And (as he gocs on in the gth Verſe) that I might be 


Found in bim, not having my own Righteouſneſs, which is af, 
the Law, but that which is by the Faith of Feſus Chriſt, the 
{Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith. This paſſage hath... 


been frequently miſunderſtood, and interpreted to a 
ſenſe that I believe St. Paul did not think of. St Paul 
doth not here oppoſe an inherent Righteouſneſs to an 
1mputed one; but an outward natural legal Righteout- 


neſs tothat which is inward and ſpiritual, and wrought 


in a Man by the Spirit of God. The Righteouſneſs], 


which the Apoſtle here deſires to be found in, is not: 
the Rightcouſnels of Chriſt made his, or imputed tofſ, 


him; but a real Righteouſneſs produced in his Soul by 


the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. 


The plain Senſe of the Verſe ſeems to be this. That 


Which above all things I deſire is to be found in Chriſt, 
I. e. to be found a Diſciple of his; ingrafted into him. 
by being a Member of bis Church, Not baving 
ny oui Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, 1. c. not being 
content with thoſe outward Privileges, and that out-: 


ward Obedience which by my own natural Strength, 
Iam able to yield to the Precepts of the Law, which is 


Thar Rightteouſneſs in which the Jews place their Con- 
ffdence, aud by which they expect to be juſtified before] 

Sod; But that which is by the Faith of Feſus Chrift, the. 
"Righteouſneſs which is of Godby Faith ; i. e. that Righteoul- 


ness 


neſs which ] deſire, and in which only I ſhall have the 
Confidence to appear before God, is an inward Princi- 
½ ple of Holineſs; that Spiritual renewed Obedience to 
FN God's Laws which he doth require as the condition of 
his Favour and Acceptance, and which I can never at- 
tain to but by the Faith of Chriſt ; by becoming a Chri- 
bel ſtian. This is none of my own Righteouſneſs bur Gods, 
ir being wrought in me by his Spirit, accompanying 
the Preaching of the Goſpel; and as it is his Gift, ſo he 
} will own it, and reward it at the laſt day. 
This is the full importance of that Verſe, and then 
it follows by way of Explication of what he now ſaid, 
That I may know him and the power of his Reſurrection, &c. 
This is the Righteouſneſs that J aſpire after, that I may 
[know Chriſt, not only by a notional belief of his 
Doctrines, or Profeſſion of his Religion, but by a Spi- 
ritual Experimental Knowledge of him, ſuch a Know- 
ledge as transforms me into his Spirit and Temper: And 
that I may know the Power of his Reſurrection, i. e. that I may 
experience in my ſelf all the good effects, that his Reſur- 
u Erection has a power to work in me; that I may feel the 
Vertue and Efficacy of it in my daily dying to Sin, and 
riſing again to a new, holy, and heavenly Life. This 
is that Reghteouſneſs I long for, and in compariſon of 
en I account all things in the World but as loſs and 
as dung. 4 . 

Thus have I given vou a full Account of the Text, 
and of all the Apoſtles Diſcourſe that it depends upon. 
| now come to treat more particularly of it with refer- 
2nce to the ſolemnity of this Day. 55 

We all here preſent do profeſs to believe the Article 
of our Saviour's Reſurrection, and our buſineſs at this 
55 time is to celebrate the memory of it. But we muſt 
not reſt here. We are not to look upon our Lord's Re- 
ſurrection mecrly as a thing to be believed, or proſeſſed, 
or commemorated; or as a matter of Fact that only 
concerned himſelf: But there is a great deal in it Which 

Hoch nearly concern us. The Apoſtle tells us, there is 
ul TW 


2 great Power in it; even a Power of raifing us from Ithe 
Sin toa Holy and Vertuous Life. It is ſo ordered, as tothe 
be capable of being, and ought to be, a Principle of new ou 
Life in us, as it was the beginning of a new Life in our Ch 
Saviour. Now this Vertue, this Power, this Efficacy in 
of it, as it is that, which with the Apoſt e, we ought ſto | 
all moſt earneſtly to endeavour the experiencing in I 
our ſelves; ſo it is that which will be fitteſt for us at.. 
this time to apply our Meditations to. 7 
My Work therefore at this time ſhall be togive ſome Ba 
Account of the Power of Chriſt's Reſurrection, in order to De 
the making Men good, which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks hir 
| of; to ſhew how, or in what reſpect it doth influence] me 
upon the Lives of Chriſtians. Jon. 
Nov if we look into the Holy Scriptures. we ſhall did 
find that there is a four-fold Power attributed to it ; or did 
that it hath an influence upon our Lives in theſe four Ul 
reſpects. That is to ſay, EEE 

I. As it laysan Obligation upon Chriſtians to Holi-J'"8 
neſe and Vertue. N Hc 
II. As it is the Principal Evidence of the Truth of tha 
our Religion, the Deſign of which is to make Men Holy, 
and Vertuous. 1 8 py | 

III. As it is the great Support of our future Hopes the 
or our Hopes of another Life; which indeed is the main. 
Encouragement we have to apply our ſelves ſeriouſly}? © 
to the bulineſs of Holineſs and Vertue. 12 
IV. And Fourthly, As to it we do principally owe! 
all that ſupernatural Grace and Strength, by which wa 
are inabled to live Holily and Vertuoufly. Of theſe*) 
four Points, I ſhall Diſcourſe very briefly. rec 
I. And Firſt of all, Our Saviour's Reſarrefion hath 
an influence upon our Practice, as it lays an Obligatior  - 
upon Chriſtians to lead Holy and Vertuous Lives. As i he 
It is in it ſelf an incitement to Piety, and heavenly >. 
rr 1 
This is indeed the loweſt inſtance of its Power; but f 
yer we ought nor to pals jr by, becauſe the Wricers of 
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m the New-Teſtament do frequently inſiſt on it: For thus 
ro they argue. If Chriſt was Crucitied for our Sins, then 
-w ought we to Crucifie them in our Members. And if 
ur Chriſt roſe again the third day; then are we engaged 
cy Nin conformity to him to riſe again to newneſs of lite, 
ht to lead a Spiritual, Divine, Heavenly Life, ſuch a Lite, 
in Jas he now lives with God. a= 
at And this in the ancient times was taught every Chri- 
tian in and by his Baptiſm. Whenever a Perſon was 
me Baptized, he was not only to profeſs his Faith in Chriſt's 
to Death and Reſurrect ion, but he was alſo to look upon 
ks Ihimſelf as obliged in correſpondence therewith, to 
acemortifie his former carnal Affections, and to enter up- 
on a new State of Life. And the very Form of Baptiſm 
jallldid lively repreſent this Obligation to them: For what 
orffdid their being plunged under Water ſignifie, but their 
bur Undertaking in Imitation of Chriſt's Death and Burial, 
Ito forſake all their former evil courſes: As their Aſcend- 
li- Jing out of the Water did their 358 to lead a 
Holy, Spiritual Life. This our Apoſtle doth more 
 offfchan once declare to us. 1 1 
oly, Thus, Rom. vi. 4. We are buried (faith he) with Chriſe 
Bars iſin unto Death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from 
eg He Dead, by the Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould 
ain{walk in newneſs of Life. Thus again in the roth and 11th 
ſly erſes of that Chapter, In that Chriſt Died, he Died unto 
in once, but in that he Liveth, be Liveth unto God: Like- 
\eiſe reckon ye your ſelves to be Dead indeed unto Sin, but 
weldlive unto God through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, That is ta 
jeſcſay, After the Example of Chriſt's Death and Refur- 
rection, account ye your ſelves obliged to die to Sin, 
athþ1d to live to Righteouſneſs. 3 
io Laſtly, To name no more Texts, the ſame uſe doth 
iche Apoſtle make of Chriſt's Reſurrection in Coloſſ. iii. 
ni, 2. If ye then, (faith he) be riſen with Chriſt, ſee thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right bard © 
binfef God, i. e. You by entring into the Chriſtian Coye- 
5 ohant are incorporated into Chriſt, He is your Head, you 
. Or A4 ate 
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are his Members; and therefore, ſince he no longeyer 
| leads a life of this World, it will by no means becom m2 
| you to live like Worldlings, 9B icures, but being. 
riſen with bim (as the Members 9 to do with th; 
Head) to mind thoſe things that are above Where he is, . 
ſert your aff-&ions (as he goes on) on the things above, anll irc 
" not on the things of the Earth. For ye are Dead, and ou vit 
eee God. 2 7 
Tele things plainly ſhew that the Apoſtles delivere@7 
the Doctrines of Chriſts Reſurrection, as a Practical An 
q Doctrine; as a point, which, if Chriſtians believed a **! 
they ſhould do, it would engage them to mortifie theirf®* 
Iuſts, to die to the World, to place their Affections 0 
| Spiritual Things, to have their Converſations in Heal ic 
ven, where Chri:t our Head, our Life, now fits at the" 
| right hand of God. ns 
| - II. Great will the influence and Power of Chriſt 
/ Reſurrection upon our Lives appear to be, when wel; 
| conſider. that it is indeed the principal Evidence thatf% 
| we have for the Truth of our Religion, the very deſign 
of which is to make us Vertuous and Holy. FF 
If any thing in the World can make a Man good, it 
muſt be a hearty belief of the Goſpel. And if any n- 
| thing in the World can make a Man heartily toll b 
; believe the Goſpel, ir mult be the Reſurrection of ourſÞ* 
b Savionr ſrom the Dead. All that Power therefore, “ 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt hath to make Men good; all. 
| that force and efficacy that its Arguments, its Promiſes, ſſh 
its Precepts, its Encouragement, its Threatnings, haveſſ® 
upon the Underſtandings and Wills of Men in order to 
the bringing them to Vertue and Holineſs; I ſay, all this 
may in a great meaſure ultimately be reſolved into the Ip 
Article of Chriſt's Refurre&ion : For this Reſurrection ſto 
of his was the thing that did from the beginning, and 
goth now, and ever will aſcertain Mankind of the 
Truth of Chriſt's . This was, and wil] be for 
ever, the convincing Evidence, that what Jeſus taught 
was ituc Doctrine, chat what he commanded was of 


-* 


co 


bl . CS 


Yerpetual Obligation, a what 5 promiſes or chrentwel bs u was 411 to 
ke good. 

If Chriſt had not riſen from the Dead, but had forever been de 
Jo the Grave, notwithſtanding all that might be urged from rhe Goodneſs 
W of his Doctrine, and the Innocency of his Life, and the mult itude of his 
Miracles, for the Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity (though yer very | 

an. ſtrong and concluding Proofs theſe are) I doubt it would hardly have mer 
| with that ready Entertainment in the World, that we find it did. But a 
Jour great many, both then and now, vould have made the ſame objection againſt 
Jeſus Chrilt and his Goſpel, that the Phariſees did of old; that is to ſay, 
rec; That all his great Works and Miracles were done by Sor cery and Magick. 
ical And that as for the Innocency of his Life, and the great Vertue and Strict- 
da neſs that he expreſſed in his Converſation ; that was only uſed as a Trick 
hei and an Artifice the more eaſily to impoſe upon the World. But now when 
it appears that that 7eſus, who taught this holy Religion, who did thoſe Mi- 
S oll racles, who lived that Vertuous Life; did, after he was put to a Cruel Death, 
lea riſe again to Life, and Copverſed vpon Earth for Forry Days together, 
the and after that, in the preſence of many SpeQators did aſcend into Heaven: 

II ay, when this appears (as God be thanked it is evident beyond all con- 

. Jradiction) here is no room left for any ſuſpicion of this nature; but all 

pretences of Impoſture do perfectly vaniſh, It is impoſſible for any con- 

Weg fidering Man to believe Chriſt's keſurrection, and at the ſame time to 

hat doubt of the Truth of his Religion. 

Fan For thus let us reaſon. Chriſt over and over again rold his Apaſtles 
that he ſhould be put to Death, but after that, he would within three 

„ Days riſe again. Matth. xvi. 2 1. xvii. 22. ohn Xvi. 16. 

» 10 Nay, he told this not only to the Apoſtles, but all the People; nay, 
LY more then thar, he gave this as a Token, as an Evidence ro them where- 

to by they ſhould know and be convinced chat he was what he gave himſelf 
our oat to be, the Son of God and the great Prophet and Saviour that was to 
925 John I. 19. 

Nay, in the laſt place, he not only refers the Jews to his Reſurrection 
| all 23 an Evidence of his being the Chriſt, but as the laſt and greateſt Evidence 
ſes, that he had to give. And ſuch as if they were not convinced by, they 
1veſt muſt expect no other, Matth. x14. 39, 40. - 
r to Our Saviour now laying ſuch a mighty ſtreſs upon this point of his Re- 
ſurrection, putting his whole cauſe (as I may ſpeak) upon this Iſtue: I 
ask, How is it pollible to imagine, that God Almighty ſhould make theſe 
the predictions of our Saviour, good; if he was not really what he pretended 
10n to be ? | 2 8 
ind If Chriſt had been an Impoſtor, it had been the eaſieſt matter in the 
the World to have ſtifled all his Pretences forever. It had but been to have 

let bim mouldered to durſt in his Grave, as all other Men do, and as He, 
without the help of Omnipotency, would have done; and then all the 
ght World would have ſeen that he was a Deceiver. But now when in ſtead of 
; Ot Periſhing in the G Grave, he was after three Days reſtored to Lite again, as 
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retc̃tion, and render it unconcluding. 


ET. e 
he had foretold the People; nay, to a Glorious, Immortal Life ; Wia We 
arc we to conclude from hence ? 3 


Did not God in this, appear with a Witneſs, as a Voucher and Approve; ory, 
of his Cauſe ? Was not this a Demonſtration to all the World, that Chrigff raif 


eſus was no Deceiver, but that he came from God; and that what- rell ph. 
he delivered was the Truth of God, and to be received as the Oracles off But 
God ? Certainly it was. = his 

For that a Man ſhould be raiſed from the Dead by any other Power IE wil 


than the very Power of God; all the World knows to be impoſſible. Thi tha 


Devil, though he can do ſtrange Feats in the natural World: Yet I never} L 
heard or read, that either he, or gpy of his Agents or Miniſters, ſo mucher! 
as pretended to raiſe the Dead to Life again, And certainly if he could be 
have done it, he would have done it often before this, (as in the caſe off the 
AppoFonius Tyaneus, Mahomet, and others) and if it had been for nf} WI 
other reaſon than te baffle thereby the Evidence of our Saviour's Reſur. Ie, f 
ol 
It muſt therefore certainly be the Power of God that raiſed up Jeſus from 90 
the Dead. But then to ſuppoſe that God ſhould employ this Power forſſiort 
the giving Teſtimony to a Falſhood, that he ſhould ſer his own Seal toſſfiver 
atteſt an Untruth, as he muſt be ſuppoſed to have done, if Jeſus was not pu 
his Son. What an unaccountable thing is this? No Man that believes thai tin 
God is Faithfal, and Juſt, and True, and that he governs the World, canfſhhus 
poſſibly imagine ſuch a thing: For this had been to have contradicted eus 
all his own Attributes, and to have laid an invincible Temptation and 1 
Snare before all Mankind to believe an Impious Lye, You ſee then whatſſhre 
an unexceptionable Proof, (nay Demonſtration I may call it) the Reſur-· Iain 
rection of Chriſt doth afford us of the Truth of his Religion; which iſſhin 
the Seeond Inſtance of the Power that is in it to bring Men over to HolineGſhis 
and Vertue. - and 
III. But, Thirdly, the Power of Chriſt's Reſurrection for the making the 
us Holy and Vertuous will farther appear in this reſpect. Namely, as ith; 
is in particular, the great ſupport of our Future Hopes; the great Pledge 
and Aſſurance of our own Reſurrection and Immortality. 

For if Chriſt be riſen, then may we alſo be certain that we ſhall at laſtcr 
be raiſed by him, Becauſe Chriſt is not riſen for himſelf oaly, but as the 
Firſt-Fruits of them that ſlept, 1 Cor, xv. Good reaſon therefore bad 
St. Paul to argue as he doth in that place, If Chrift be preached that he is, 
riſen from the Dead; how ſay ſome among you, that there is no Reſur-WBj 
ref:on? On the contrary (as he urges) F we believe that Jeſus Chriſt died a2 
and roſe again: Even ſo them alſo that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring vit 
him. 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. | | —— 

For how can we deſire to be better aſſured that our Bodies ſhall not for b 
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ever ſleep in the Grave, but ſhall at laſt be re-united to our Souls, and ne 
both Soul and Body live eternally in unſpeakable Bliſs and Happineſs; Itu 
I fay, How can we have greater A ſſurance of this than by what was on 

this Day brought to paſs in our Saviour? ”— 5 
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Vi We have hereby a clear demonſtration that the Reſurrection is poſſible; 
x Chriſt who was once dead is alive again, and lives in unexpreſſible 
ory, at the right hand of God. And at the fame time that he roſe, 
raiſed up other Bodies alſo of Holy Men to accompany him in his Tri- 
mph over Death | **»-„ 
But that is not all. He that raiſed up himſelf and them, hath given 
his folemn Word and Promiſe, in as expreſs terms as is poſſible, thar 
e will by the ſame Power raiſe up us alſo ; and exalt us to the ſame Glo- 
that he is poſſeſſed of. He hath told us that he is the Reſurrection and 
he Life. And that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall not periſh, but have 
verlafting life; aud he will raiſe him np at the laft day. There can- 
ot be a ſtronger Proof of any thing; than our Saviour's Reſurrection is 
the Happineſs of good Men in another State, 
r no Which being ſo; how powerful a means muſt we needs conclude it to 
lure, for the Reforming the manners of Mankind, and making them truly 
oly and Vertuous ? | | 
Since we have thereby ſuch a Demonſtration given us of a glorious Im- 
nortality to be expected by us; what is it that can be able to hinder or 
livert us from a ſerious purſuit of thoſe things that lead to it? What 
2uld God do more by way of Motive and Argument, towards the Proſe- 
ting the World to Religion and Righteouſneſs, than he hath done by 
hus aſcertaining our future happineſs by the Reſurrection of his Son 
elus ? | „ | 5 
To be certain, that if we ſeriouſly apply our ſelves to a life of Piety 
ere, we ſnall be crowned with everlaſting Felicity hereafter! To be cer- 
"Wain, that if we follow the Steps of our Bleſſed Saviour, we ſhall for ever 
ine in the ſameGlory and Luſtre that he now doth at the right band of 
is Father! To be able poſitively to ſay, 1 knew that my Redeemer liweth, 
and! know that if I live as he did. I ſhall for ever live with him; and 
tho' ir doth not yet appear I ſhall be like him! O what noble Thoughts, 
as What brave Reſolutions is this able to inſpire us with? What Difficulties ſhalt 
edgeſſve be afraid of? What Labours ſhall we nor willingly undertake ? What 

Temptations ſhall we not eaſily vanquiſh in the Project of ſuch an eternal 
t laſticrown of Glory, as awairs us, and is ſecur'd to us by our Lord Jeſus ? © 
s he O happy we Chriſtians that have ſo clear a Revelation of thoſe things 
which God hath prepared for them that lowe him, thoſe things which eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither did they enter into the heart of man: 
"MWBleſſed, for ever bleſſed be our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thar hath begotten ws 
gain to this lively hope by his Reſurrection from the dead. | 
O what mightyKncouragements have we to ſet our ſelves againſt our Sins, 
and to labour after the Perfection of Vertue, in compariſon of what thoſe 
have who are ignorant of our Saviour's Reſurrection, and who know 
nothing of the other World but by the uncertain conjectures of their Na- 
{5 ; tural Reaſon 5 - | | 
25 o If we had no other aſſurance of the Immortality of the Soul, and the 
rewards and puniſhments of another life, but what is afforded us by er 
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cht of Nature, and the deductions of Philoſophy ; I doubt we could 
n ver expect to ſee any great Reformation in our manners. 8 

Some of the Phiiotophers have indeed to their immortal Fame, aſſert. 
ed rhe truth of theſe things: But then others of them have as much made 
it their Buſineſs to run them down. And as for thoſe of them that ſpoke 
the beſt concerning the other World, yet God knows, their Diſcourſes up- 
on this Argument (as will appear to any that reads them) are generally 
very uncertain, and altogether conjectural. 

Bur admitting their Reaſons to be ſtrong and concluſive / as I am far 
from denying that the Souls Immortality is demonſtrable by the Light of. 
Nature) yet there are generally theſe two Inconveniences in the Argu- 2 
ments they make uſe of for the Proof of this matter, which render them 
in a great mcaſure ineffectual for the Reforming Mens lives. 

Nirſt, They are generally of ſo great Subtilty, ſo Nice, ſo Metaphyſ. | 
cal, ſo much above the reach of ordinary Capacities, that they are uvſc4:6 
ro the greateſt part ot Mankind, who have not underſtandings fitted for 
them. | 
And Secenaly, They have this inconvenience likewiſe, that 2 Man doth 
not ſee the Evidence of them, without actual attention to a long Train off 
Propofitions ; which attention it may be, when a Man moſt ſtands in need 
of their Support, he ſhall neither have the leiſure nor the humour to 

ive. | 18 | 
b But now the Chriſtian Method of proving another life, is quite of ano. 
ther ſtrain, and wholly free from theſe Inconveniencies. That Demon- 
tration which Chriſt has given us of a glorious Immortality by his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, as it is infinitely certain and concluſive; it 
is plain and eaſie, ſhort and compendious, powerful and operative, No 
Man that believes rhe matter of Fact, can deny the Cogency of it: Men 
of the meaneſt Capacities may apprehend it. Perſons in 2 crowd of buſi- 
neſs and in the midſt of temptations may attend to it, And it hath this 
Virrue belides that, it leaves a laſting impreſſion upon the Spirits of thoſe 

that do believe and confider it. Eee, He 
Thanks therefore to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for this excellent Iſtrument 

of Piety, that he hath given us by his Reſurrection. Everlaſting Prai- 
ſes to his Name, that he hath thus 5rought Life and Immortality to light 
by hi Goſpel. This very thing alone was there nothing elſe to be ſaid for 
the Chriſtian Revelation, would ſufficiently juſtifie both the Goſpel it 
elf, and our Lord Jeſus the Author of it, to all Mankind; nay, and ef- 
fectually recommend his Religion, above all others that ever were taught, 
to all Perſons in all Nations of the World. 

IV. Fourthly and Laſtly, There is till a further Bleſſing comes to us by 
our Saviour's Reſurrection from the dead; and in which is chiefly ſeen 
and ex preſſed the great Power of it for the making us Holy and Virtuous. 
That is to ſay, Unto it we do Principally owe all that ſupernatural Grace 
and Aſſiſtance by which we are enabled to vanquiſh our Corruptions, and 

to live up to the Precepts of our Religion. | 
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As Chriſt by his Reſurrection did oblige us ro lead new Lives: þg 
dul briſt by his Reſurrection did demonſtrare the truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
gion, which is wholly in order to our leading new Lives e As by his Re- 
Inrection he cleared up to us the certainty of our future State, and there- 
0 a gave us the greateſt motive and encouragement 70 lead new lives: So 
1 che laſt place, by the ſame Reſurrection he acquired a Power of con- 
ering Grace and Strength and Infiuenc upon us, by the Virtue of which 
rc in Fact inabled to lead new Lives, | : 

Tho* Chriſt by his Death reconciled us to God, and procured the Par- 
zon of Sin for us; yet the actual Benefit of this Reconciliation, the actu- 
| application of this Pardon, did depend upon our performance of cer- 
an Conditions. Which Conditions were, that we ſhould mortify all 
ur evil Affections, and frame our Lives ſuitably to the Laws of the Go- 

„el. Bur now the Grace and Power by which we are inabled to do this, 
Ha vas not the effect of Chriſt's Death, but of his Reſurrection. 

It was when he aſcended up on high, and lea Captivity Captive, that is, 
hen he had vanquiſh'd Death, which had vanquith'd all the word: before: 

It was then (as the Scripture aſſures us) and not till then that he was in 2 
Wapacity of giving gifts unto Men. It was not till he was glorified, as St. 

ohn obſerves, that 7/22 holy Spirit was given. 

Hence it is, that weevery where find the Apoſtles every way attributing 


hriſt's Reſurrection, than ro his Paſſion. F Chriſt be not riſen (faith 
& Paul, 1. Cor. xv. ) your faith is wain, ye are Jet in your fins, In- 
ed, if Chriſt had periſhed in the Grave, We had ſtill had all the load og 
ur Sins upon us; becauſe we had had no aſſurance that God had accepted 
he Attonement and Propitiation which he had made for them. And moch 
eſs could we have promiſed to our ſelves, that we ſhould have been at. 
ted by any Divine Power for the fubduing of them. 

Again, the ſame St. Paul tells us, Rom, iv. that Chriſt was delivered 
„our Sins, and raiſed again for our Juſtification. Chriſt's Death was 
he Sacrifice, the Satisfaction for our Sins. But it was by the means of 
f his Refurrection, that the Sacrifice and Satisfaction is applyed to us, 
nd we for the merits of it become juſtified before Sod. 

Laſtly, to name no more Texts, Who (faith the ſame Apoſtle, Rom. 
tor Rü) Hal lay any thing to the charge of God's Elect 2 It 1 God that ju. 
lieh: Who is he that cendemneth? it is Chriſt that died, yea, rather 
vat is riſen again; who i, even at the right hand of God, who alſo ma- 
bs th interceſſion for us. De 1 | 

gere then is the great Power of our Saviour's Reſurrection to make us 
ood. Chriſt being riſen from the Dead, hath all Power given him boch 


K. Heaven and in Earth. God, as St. Paul expreſſeth it, hath put al things 
en user his Feet, and hath given him to be head over all things to the 
"uy purch, Eph. 1. 22, Now in the fulneſs of that Power that he is inveſt- 
8 d with; as he doth on one nand, with nèver- failing Efficacy make conti- 


val Interceſſion for his Church, and every Member of it; So he doth on 
= | the 


the buſineſs of Man's juſtification and Salvation, as much or more to 


hu 


ameeaſure of Grace and Strength, and influence of hi 


the other hand, out of the fulneſs of that Power, dhe 
rive and communicate ſo much Strength and Grace anfyhic 
Aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit to all Chriſtians; thhis! 
if they make a good uſe of it, they ſhall not fail iqe n 
perform all thoſe Conditions of Faith and Repentandly p 
and a Holy Life, that are required of them, in orddli il 
to their being made actual partakers of all thoſe uthe 
ſpeakable Benefits, which he purchaſed for MankinfAﬀe 
by his Death and Sufferings. WI 
_ Chriſt by his Reſurrection is become both our High ( 
Prieſt and our King; both our Advocate and our Lordug 
By that Power which he then obtained, as our Prieſldea 
and Advocate he doth with Authrity recommend pre 
and all our concernments to his Father. As our Kinfihe 
and Lord, he rules and governs us; he takes carſfcor 
of us; he provides for us; he repreſſes the inſults of hat 
and our Enemies, and defeats all their Attempts again. 
us; and laſtly, he ſupplies us from time to time with ſuc! 


Divine Spirit, as he ſees is needful or proper for ou 
Condition. 5 | | ou' 
If all this now that I have faid be the effect of oulſ an 


SFaviour's Reſurrection, as it certainly is: Muſt wenotYhi! 


needs own that there is a mighty Power in it for thꝗ H. 
making us good? What can any Man among us, thai tis 
profeſſeth to believe that Jeſus was raiſed from the deadi an 
ſay for himſelf, if he leads a Wicked Life? What Apo tir 
logy can he make for the continuance in his Sins? Will er 
he ſay that the Temptations to Sin are too ſtrong for 
him? that he wants Grace, and Strength to overcome by 
his evil Habits?and that thro' the Corruption of his Na R 
ture he muſt of neceſſity remain a Slave all his Days toſſtt 
his Paſhons and Appetites whether he will or no? Why] c: 
in ſaying this, he forgets chat Chriſt is riſen from che { 
Dead. For if he did remember that, he would re- Ih 
member alſo, that there is a Vertue and Power, above] © 
that of corrupt Nature, which he as a Chriſtian may} 6 
eaſily come by, if he ſcrioully ſeek after it: * 
a 1. a 'l 
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dhe Grace and Strength ot the Holy Spirit of God 
2offhich 1 have been ſpeaking of, which Chriſt upon 
his Reſurrection obtained the diſpoſal of; and which 
| the never fails to ſend down upon every Soul that hearti- 
ney prays for it; and when eyer he gives it, he gives 
ddt in ſuch meaſures, that a man may certainly be 
he influence thereof, overcome all his evil and corrupt 
inAffections; or if he do not, it ſhall be entirely his 
wn fault. - 85 +72 
O what a mighty Comfort and Encouragement 
dught this to be to all choſe that hearrily deſire and en- 
deavour to be good ! All fuch may with boldneſs ap- 
proach to the 'T hrone of Grace, and confidently open 
their wants, not doubting of ſuch Relief as is moſt 
convenient for them. Our Saviour is riſen, and fits 
at the Right hand of God. He that loved us ſodearly 
inffYas to die for us, is now entered into his Kingdom, and 
5 able to grant us whatſoever we ask. : 
Do we find our ſelves burdened with our fins? Do 
we want ſtrength to reſiſt Temptations, and to maſter 
our ſtrong Corruptions? Our Saviour is riſen, and now 
and ever liveth to make Interceſſion for us. Let us fly to 
him for Succour, let us beg a Portion of that Grace and 
Holy Spirit he hath purchaſed for us. We may reſt ſa- 
tished he will hear our Prayers, and derive ſuch vigour 
and influence upon our Souls, that we ſhall in due 
time, by the means thereof vanquiſh and triumph over 
ig every thing that oppoſeth us. 
We cannot in any wiſe doubt of his Power, for God 
»meff by raiſing him from the Dead hath made him both 
Na King and Prieſt, hath exalted him to the higheſt Au- 
sto thority and Dignity both in Heaven and Earth. We 
Vhyſ cannot doubt of his good Will, for he that underwent 
che ſo many Difficulties and Agonies for us in the days of 
re · his Fleſh, cannot forgetthoſe whom he hath ranſom- 
ove ed with ſo great a price, nor ſuffer that Power which 
nay God hath given him, to lie by him unimployed. 
Is conclude, Let us not faint ; Let not our hearts 


